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President’s Report
Welcome to another annual report  
from Kaiela Arts! 
 
Despite the major challenges of the COVID19 
pandemic, Kaiela Arts has continued to 
thrive, and after many years of planning 
has finally moved from its High Street 
premises into the newly built Shepparton Art 
Museum complex in March 2021. We were 
very pleased to finally be opened to the 
public just before Easter and it has been 
wonderful to introduce artists and visitors 
alike to our new Gallery and shop with its 
beautiful outlook on the lake and the natural 
environment. We have also enjoyed seeing 
artists and community become familiar with 
the new studio space and our comfortable 
lounge/kitchen in which to have a cuppa 
and a yarn or have some quiet time. 

Located in this new arts precinct, Kaiela 
Arts ventures forth into a new era as one of 
Victoria’s centre for Australian South Eastern 
Aboriginal art. As a space for connecting 
with culture, art making, healing and 
strengthening of our community, we have 
a duty of care to our staff, artists and our 
community. During the pandemic, Kaiela 
Arts Board has worked hard to ensure that 
our workplace is COVID safe and compliant  

 
with all government public health directives. 
Our goal has been to ensure that we can 
continue to provide a safe space for all 
members of our First Nations community, as 
well as the broader public. It has certainly 
been a difficult time but Kaiela Arts has risen 
to the challenge to keep the doors open 
when possible and keep our community 
engaged with what we have to offer.

The Board thanks and pays enormous 
respects to all the staff, artists and 
community for not only enabling us to 
move and open the gallery, but also for 
their tireless efforts in organising the Kaiela 
Arts collection after the move from High 
St. The team have done an amazing job 
sorting art works and setting up shop in the 
new premises, and we have been able to 
inform our current funders and supporters 
that despite the challenges, it’s been a 
productive year and we are onwards and 
upwards. 

As we continue to deal with the impacts 
of COVID on our organisation and our 
community, we invite our community, 
artists and the broader public to continue 
engaging with us, connecting to culture 
through the arts. 

Yours in Good Faith, 
Robert H Nicholls
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‘An important 
space for artists 

and community to 
connect with art  

and culture’ 

Kaiela Arts Shepparton is 
a not for profit enterprise; 

community owned and 
run Aboriginal Art Centre. 
It provides an important 
space for artists and the 

community to connect with 
art and culture. Our work 
drives towards important 

outcomes for both our 
artists and the broader 

Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal community.

Manager’s Report
Prepared by Anita Larkin on behalf of Kaiela 
Arts 2020-21 Management.

2020/21 has been a year of enormous 
change and development for Kaiela Arts, 
one of the most significant years in our 
history. Despite lockdowns and restrictions 
our staff grew from five to eight members 
with the help of Working for Victoria funding. 
Under this scheme we welcomed three 
enthusiastic young people to undertake ‘on 
the job’ training for twelve months. 

As we worked during the year to pivot our 
offerings from physical to virtual for both 
artists and audience, we also undertook the 
enormous task of packing up the High St 
Gallery, artists’ studio and art storage, ready 
to make the move early in 2021 to our new 
Gallery/Studio space in the new Shepparton 
Art Museum (SAM) complex. Finally, in 
March, we were able to begin the task of 
unpacking and settling into our beautiful 
new home. 

Situated in the newly built SAM complex, our 
new home is located on the ground floor 
overlooking the lake. This move has seen 
us extend our operating hours significantly. 
The physical shift to the new building 

combined with this operational shift has 
been a massive logistical effort and we are 
grateful for the energy and commitment 
of our Board, staff, artists and community 
members that has seen us through this 
time. We are also delighted to finally see 
the beautiful designs our artists created for 
the floor in the new Kaiela Arts come to life, 
and to see designs they created embedded 
in the soft furnishing fabrics throughout the 
whole SAM building.

After all the planning for our smooth 
transition and considering contingencies, 
we never could have anticipated the 
challenges the pandemic has thrown at 
us. After many months spent working from 
home, we were grateful to have been able 
to run two weeks of face-to-face outdoor 
community workshops and activities at 
Kaiela Arts in June for our annual Turtle 
Muster on the Lake. Even though the 
weather was cold, participants put on their 
warmest gear and joined together to paint, 
weave, dance, investigate the plant and 
animal life of the lake, meet turtles with 
Turtles Australia, hear a story, sing and 
have a yarn by the camp-fire. During this 
period we were also grateful recipients 
of funding from Australia Council for the 
Arts to develop Yurri Wola Woka into a 
multi-platform, on country, story-telling 

experience, and from Helen Macpherson 
Smith Trust to continue our partnership 
with Spacecraft Studios who will train our 
artists in screen-printing techniques and 
facilitate the purchase and set up of our 
own portable screen printing studio. 

It has been a huge year and while we 
continue to settle into our new Gallery and 
Studio space and navigate the challenges 
of the pandemic, we look to the future with 
hope and optimism.

Program Highlights
Kaiela Arts floor design
We are so proud of the beautiful floor 
designs that bring our new space to life 
and reflect river culture knowledge. They 
were designed in 2019 by Kaiela Arts artists 
Lyn Thorpe, Jack Anselmi, Eva Ponting, 
Frances Nicholson, Suzanne Atkinson and 
Tammy-Lee Atkinson, in collaboration with 
artists Robert Gagliardi and Jan Donaldson. 
The artists realised individual concepts 
and ideas as a collection of hand drawn 
motifs representing their artwork practices, 
narratives of place and contemporary 
Aboriginal culture. The artists’ designs 
were water-jet cut in brass and granite 
and laid in the floor. Individual motifs were 

Artist Dylan Charles with one of his works

Floor designs by artists: Lyn Thorpe, Jack 
Anselmi, Eva Ponting, Frances Nicholson, 
Suzanne Atkinson and Tammy-Lee Atkinson
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carefully selected by the artists to carry a 
broad range of stories and knowledge. The 
intention of the design is to establish Kaiela 
Arts’ new home as culturally welcoming in 
acknowledgement of the traditional land of 
the Yorta Yorta Nation.

Fresh Water Country 
During 2020, with the impacts of the 
pandemic and long lockdowns in regional 
Victoria, Kaiela Arts sought out a new 
avenue to showcase the talent of their 
artists. Assisted by Creative Victoria’s 

Strategic Investment Stimulus, Fresh Water 
Country Merchandise was born. The Fresh 
Water Country collection includes limited 
edition homewares, jewellery, clothing, 
ceramics, cards and books. The items 
feature reproductions of original designs by 
artists from Kaiela Arts with each artist’s design 
responding to Country, Culture or Story. 

Count With Me  
In 2020 artists involved with the Phoenix 
Program learnt the art of lino printing but 
like many things, COVID19 restrictions meant 

the some of these sessions were delivered 
online. Project coordinator Tammy-Lee 
Atkinson arranged for supplies to be 
delivered to the artists during this time so 
that they could still participate via online 
sessions. When restrictions eased and 
everyone was welcomed back in the space, 
the artists came together and created 
Count With Me, a book for children with 
prints of native animals and the use of Yorta 
Yorta Language. This book has sold out 
twice since the launch and is very popular 
within primary schools around the Goulburn 
Murray region.

Galnyatj! Inspire Learn Create Art 
Galnyatj! is an artmaking activity involving 
signs, symbols, language and storylines 
derived from artworks and picture books 
created by Kaiela Arts artists. Up until 
Lockdown 5, Kaiela Arts had been busy 
delivering Galnyatj! to both local primary 
and secondary schools during 2021.  Despite 
COVID19 restrictions, the demand for First 
Nations content continued and we were 
able to adapt the program to suit the needs 
of schools. In one primary school we took 
part in Cultural Day activities for all year 
levels over two days and several schools 

Fresh Water Country merchandise

Count With Me book launch in the gallery
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participated in this year’s Turtle Muster. 
This is the first year that we worked 
directly with secondary schools to deliver 
Galnyatj! and we look forward to future 
opportunities, this year and beyond. 
We developed some new resources 
to share with schools and to deliver 
online resources and materials should 
lockdowns persist in regional Victoria. 

River Connect workshops 
In June when we were able to connect 
face-to-face with our community, Kaiela 
Arts and River Connect partnered to 
deliver two workshops. Melissa and Steph 
Taylor taught participants traditional 
weaving stitches to create their own 
masterpiece and Keneisha Lines Howell 
taught participants how to use water 
colours to tell a story using traditional 
signs and symbols.

Turtle Muster on the Lake
The grand finale of three months of mad 
Turtle Tile making by numerous children 
and adults alike usually culminates in 
the mustering of all the turtles into the 
Kaiela Arts Gallery to form the shape of 
a giant turtle. This year with funding from 
Aboriginal Victoria we were able to offer 
Turtle Muster on the Lake – 10 days of free 
community artmaking and environmental 
activities. Coming together has never 
been as important as this year with all of 
us experiencing long periods of lockdown 
and unable to attend our favourite group 
activities. Over ten days of painting, 
turtle making, weaving, dancing, singing, 
storytelling, touring the lake environment, 
yarning by the fire and barbequeing, we 
estimate that at least 1000 adults and 
children braved the cold Winter conditions 
to celebrate, community, life and art. Even 
though it was an incredibly challenging 
undertaking, the collective experience and 
immersion in local Aboriginal cultural arts 
‘on Country’ was a healing and validating 
experience. We know that there were 
many new and old friends who made 
contact and enjoyed the ambience of the 
Winter environment by the lake.

Turtle Muster on the Lake
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SAM Screed Floor

Kaiela Artists

Jack Anselmi
Suzanne Atkinson

Tammy Lee Atkinson
Frances Nicholson

Eva Ponting
Lyn Thorpe
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